Supposing you want to change the world and money and influence were no object, how would you do it? You might try and get together all the leaders of the world and force them to agree to work for world peace or the end of hunger. You might use your vast wealth to try and persuade the violent to give up their guns in return for money or buy enough food to feed the hungry. You might need an army yourself just to make sure nobody went back on any agreements they have made. Of course, you wouldn't use your army, at least, not unless you had to. If we wanted to change the world we would want to start with those people who were most powerful and influential and important. We would almost certainly feel we have to command vast resources to get what we wanted.

So isn't strange that God should choose such an odd assortment of nobodies in his plan to change the world? Because today is Pentecost Sunday, the day that some people call "the birthday of the church". Today, God shows us his plan to change the world. Today, God reveals those whom he has chosen to be the torchbearers of his new creation. And it is? Well, it is a funny bunch of mostly fishermen and minor civil servants and includes at least one former terrorist. Not a prime minister or celebrity or banker amongst them. They have no money, to speak of, and they hold no high office; they possess no weapons and they have no influential friends. These are the people God chooses to change the world. These are Jesus' disciples, who after his resurrection from the dead, are told that they are to go into all the world and tell people that from now on things are different because God's kingdom has come. But they are not even, on the face of it at least, particularly good people or clever people. When push came to shove, at his crucifixion, they deserted Jesus and ran away. When he tried to explain to them what it meant to love one another they argued about who would be top dog in God's kingdom. When he told them that the kingdom was a kingdom of peace they dreamt of military victories. And these are the people that Jesus chose to be his disciples and God chose to change the world.
They don't look much. They're pretty ordinary men and yet on that first Pentecost Sunday something begins that would transform the world for ever and would make us think that we need to be a bit careful about who or what we call ordinary. Because what God does is give these ordinary people the gift of his Holy Spirit. He pours out on them a power that comes from him alone. People who have up until now spent their lives in fishing boats or tax offices suddenly find themselves preaching to thousands with the confidence they could never have imagined. And now they seem to get it - this story of God's love revealed in the life of Jesus. They are transformed, they are filled with that same creative energy of God that fills the whole universe; they tap in to that energy and ordinary becomes amazing and they are ready to change the world.

So how to change the world? Not with guns or money or power. If we think that the world will be changed when all the important people -  the politicians, the world leaders, the big businessmen and women  - get together and decide to do the right thing then we will be waiting for a long time. They have their part to play, I'm sure, but God says the only thing that is going to make this world the kind of place that God intended it to be is when fishermen and tax collectors and teachers and bank clerks and engineers and farm labourers and postal workers and nurses and those who have had loads of jobs or who have no job at all, and those who are young or old or fit or disabled or rich or poor and you and you and you and me open up our hearts to that Spirit of God that is the Spirit of truth, love, justice and joy. That's why God told his people in the past that the world would be changed, "Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit." If we think that the world will be changed by governments passing laws or summits or invasions, by might and power, then we don't get it. God's plan to change the world involves so-called ordinary people, people who are not a million miles away from people like you and me,  being filled with this life changing, world changing Spirit that is nothing to do with our power or strength or ability. I reckon that very few of us think that we are the world changing type and that's right, we're not, at least we are not until we tap into that that power that burns like a flame, rushes like a mighty wind and fills our hearts and minds and lives with the same life but courses through every single particle an atom of the universe. How to change the world? Let God change us first.
When Jesus told his disciples that they were going to take the good news of his love and joy to the whole world they must've thought he was mad. They were so few, so weak, so ordinary. But Jesus promised them that by his Spirit he would give them the strength they needed to live as he wanted. He promised them power when the Spirit came upon them from on high - not the kind of power that we associate with earthly power, armies, wealth, coercion, but the power only of love to make the world the kind of place that God wants it to be.

So I wonder, is there anybody here today who is feeling a little weak, helpless or ordinary? Is anybody here who would like the world to be better than it is, not least for the sake of these two children we christen this morning? Is there anybody this morning who is facing a crisis in their lives and you don't think you've got the energy to overcome it? Are you facing a big choice or challenge ahead this week and you just don't know how you getting through it? Perhaps there is some habit or behaviour that you know is wrong and you'd like to change but you feel you can't. Today, I can tell you that  God's spirit is available for you. I can tell you that and you might think, "That sounds nice" or perhaps more likely, "That sounds weird". So today I would like to do something different and I hope you don't find it too strange or embarrassing. Today, I would just like to pray with you if you would like that Spirit of God to come alongside you to transform your life and strengthen you for whatever the future holds. This may not apply to you, in which case no harm is done by sitting quietly, but for those who would value a brief moment of silence and prayer then I offer this, not as some magic charm, but as an opportunity perhaps for you to tap in to the love and strength to God alone can give........
