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Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, ……There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. 

There is a phrase that the poet George Herbert used to describe prayer. He called it “heaven in ordinary”. The act of prayer, participation in communion with God, brings heaven into the ordinary course of life. This insight – that God was to be discovered in and through the so-called ordinary –  was a very important gift of the Reformation spirituality that produced poets like Herbert. Experience of God was no longer the preserve of a spiritual elite and one might expect to discover God’s presence in all walks of life. It no longer seemed right to try and live in two completely separate worlds – the spiritual and the mundane. The two came together. Heaven in ordinary was for everyone. It was for you and me. 
There’s a challenge here too, of course. Sometimes we might rather leave these spiritual things to the experts, the saints and prophets and holy men and women. There could be implications for us were we to anticipate  meeting God in our daily lives. But if heaven is in ordinary then we must be ready to perceive it, be prepared for one of those intrusions of God into our ordinary lives. We can expect God to break in and summon us to live afresh.
Because of “heaven in ordinary” , in one sense, there is no such thing as “ordinary” or we need to think again about what we mean by ordinary. If God can and will and does break into our lives now and as we live them then who are we to describe these lives as “ordinary”? God’s presence transforms, changes, renews and tells us to look again and live differently.

Such a thing, I suppose, happened to Moses. He was doing something we’d recognise as pretty ordinary. Moses was
tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

He was looking after his father-in-law’s sheep, an activity he had no doubt done many times before and expected to do many times again. We can read across easily enough here.  Moses was …. doing the family shop at Morrison’s. Moses was hoovering the front room. Moses was in the office checking some invoices. Moses was in the staffroom having a cup of tea. We get the point. And it is into this humdrum activity that God suddenly, insistently, presents himself in the form of a bush that burns but is not consumed. The story of the burning bush is a way of trying to capture this sense that into the ordinary course of things there comes a sudden outbreak of the divine. Bushes we know about and fire too but it is how in this particular case they act upon one another that tells us that this is a revealing of God. The dusty old paths of the Sinai desert become holy ground.
So Moses meets God in the midst of his life and in the encounter he is called to a task which is a reminder to us and him that this extraordinary appearance of God is not a kind of escape from living in the real world but a challenge to go back into the so-called “ordinary” both transformed and as one who transforms.  This sudden outcrop of God is not meant to be first and foremost a fascinating divine encounter, though it no doubt is that as well, it is above all a summons to Moses to plunge back into the “ordinary” world and change it for God’s sake.  
Because God has heard his people’s cry and he desires their liberation.  Walter Bruggeman, the OT scholar, observes how for Moses God’s ambition  for his people’s freedom doesn’t play out exactly as he might expect. God is assertive. The personal pronoun is used repeatedly “I am the God of your father …. I have indeed seen the misery of my people … I am concerned about their suffering …. I have come down to rescue them ….” So far, so good. Moses will be impressed by this divine resolve to get stuck in, to liberate his people from slavery. This is a divine intervention that rings all the right bells but then comes the twist. “I am God …I have seen … I am concerned … I will rescue, “ but… 
So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.

Whoa, hang on a minute! This is not how Moses expects things to be. God says, “I will do it, but you go!” There will be spectacular acts of deliverance, God will be with him in it all, but it is Moses who will do God’s work. God will not bypass his creation. God will work in and through ordinary people in the midst of their ordinary lives. And so Moses is suddenly all too aware of his ordinariness:

Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?

God doing this great act is one thing, but me, Moses, humble herder of sheep, how can someone like me possibly do this? But because of “heaven in ordinary”, there can be no separating of the realms where we can expect God to act and where not. God breaks in but he breaks into our lives and he expects us to deal with the world as it and where we can to bring about the transforming liberation he desires. In other words, there is no alternative solution by which God sidesteps life as it is. God will work in and through ordinary life, that’s where we’ll find him and he will work in and through ordinary people too. We and our world are the site of God of revelation of himself.
So what about us? I guess most of us would have little hesitation putting ourselves in the category of “ordinary” but we must take care because in so doing we can cut out any possibility of that encounter with God that changes things. We can all to easily shut down the likelihood of meeting God because we don’t expect it to happen to us or because we only expect it in rarefied and spiritual times and places.  Moses discovered that God is as likely to come to us when we are looking after the sheep,  in the midst of our so-called ordinary lives, as he is in moments the have a more “spiritual” air to them. How will he come to us? Not perhaps as insistently as he did for Moses in the burning bush but perhaps in an unexpected meeting with a friend, a word spoken that suddenly opens up new possibilities, something read in a book or seen in a film that strikes us as a word from the Lord for us or perhaps it will happen that we are suddenly overtaken by a sense of God’s presence in our lives, homes, neighbourhoods. If heaven is in ordinary, then let us allow that possibility.
And we must take care that in seeing ourselves as “ordinary” we do not cut off the option that God can work extraordinary things in our lives and in the world. Moses found that for all his ordinariness he was the one through whom God chose to work and speak. God isn’t always going for the big picture. For most of the times he chooses to work though us. The danger is that, convinced of our “ordinariness”, we start to deny that call and with Moses plead, “Who am I?”. Well, yes, we are weak and faltering and our faith a little suspect at times but God’s promise to Moses is his promise to us. “I will be with you”. God, the great I AM, is with us in the struggles and wrangles. His transforming power channelled though us makes heaven in ordinary a reality in the world.
